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interview



Nothing bad’s going to 
happen, it’s not going to 
make you cry, it’s just going 
provide people with a 
consistent reason to smile. 
I also think Greg provides 
something constant. He’s  
a bit of a rock in people’s 
lives, because he’s so silly 
– even though he’s got  
a big, serious face.
Does Greg have much 
involvement in the 
show, or does he just 
rock up for the live 
studio audience bits?
He gets involved in the 
casting – he’s really good  
at getting five people who 
work together well, and 
with him, as well. So, he’s 
involved in that stage. We 
just talk a lot about general 
ideas, basically. I know 
that sounds vague, but we 
talk about the  direction 
we want the show to go in.
The tasks are pre-
recorded at the 
Taskmaster house. 
Does everyone do the 

same task one after 
another, or do you  
film each comedian’s 
tasks at once?
It’s a good question.  
No one knows. The 
comedians quite often 
come in and go, ‘So, how 
many am I going to do?  

 Am I doing one?  
 Are we all here?’
Go on, tell us  
a secret about how 
they’re filmed…
We get five or six days  
of each comedian’s time 
spread over a few months, 
and we’ll have a plan of 
what tasks we’ll do that 
day. So, they’ll be there  
in their little green room, 
and at about nine o’clock, 
we get them out for task 
number one. They’ll do it, 
they’ll go back into their 
little room, and then we’ll 
reset for the next one.
You must really pack 
them in…
Eight tasks will happen  
in the living room, so we’ll 
set it up for one task, they’ll 
do it, and then we’ll go  
to another room to  
do another task, and  
some of the team will 
change that first room 
round for the next task.
Got it!And will the  
next contestant 

do the same thing  
the next day?
The next day we’ve 
probably got a different 
person coming in and  
we’ll be doing the same 
tasks as the day before,  
but not necessarily  
in the same order.

How long does the 
whole process take?
About four months,  
from start to finish. But 
we only need 10 days of 
each comedian’s time.

What would you say is 
the quintessential 
Taskmaster task?
Well, something like in 
series one, when they 
opened the garage door 
and there was a big 
boulder, saying, ‘Get this 
boulder as far away as 

possible. You have  
one hour.’ We didn’t  
know what they were  
going to do. Romesh 
[Ranganathan] called  
a taxi, Roisin [Conaty] 
tried to push it down  
the road. Frank Skinner 
put it on a train, but we 
didn’t get permission to 
film on a train so there 
were no cameras,  just me 
and Frank and a boulder.
Nowadays, we wouldn’t 
give them an hour. We’re 
more efficient. We’ve 
realised you can be just  
as funny in 20 minutes.
Have you ever 
abandoned a task?
It doesn’t happen very 
often, but it might happen 

once a series. Once,  
we tried to get them  
to pop a load of bubble 
wrap as fast as possible, 
and there’s no way of 
popping bubble wrap fast, 
we discovered. All you can 
do is individually squeeze 
it. Even if we put steam 
rollers over it, people drove 
over it, it doesn’t work, it 
just squeezes the air out. 
We tried several times  
– but it’s just not funny.
Do people ever shout 
catchphrases from  
the show at you in  
the street?
There’s a lot of  ‘Little Alex 
Horne’ [the name that 
Greg calls him on the 
show], and then they can 

He’s so 
masterful

With big Greg 
Davies

‘Presumably, Taylor Swift 
has watched Taskmaster’
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