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Nothingbad’s goingto
happen, it’snotgoingto
makeyoucry, it’sjustgoing
provide peoplewitha
consistentreasontosmile.
Talsothink Gregprovides
something constant. He’s
abitofarockinpeople’s
lives,because he’ssosilly
—even thoughhe’s got
abig, serious face.

Does Greghave much
involvementin the
show, or does he just
rockup forthelive
studio audiencebits?
Hegetsinvolvedinthe
casting - he’sreally good
atgettingfive people who
work togetherwell,and
withhim, aswell. So, he’s
involvedinthatstage. We
justtalkalotaboutgeneral
ideas, basically. T know
thatsoundsvague,butwe
talkaboutthe direction
wewanttheshowtogoin.
Thetasksarepre-
recorded atthe
Taskmasterhouse.
Doeseveryonedothe

same task one after
another, ordoyou
film each comedian’s
tasksatonce?
It’sagood question.
Nooneknows. The
comedians quite often
comeinandgo, ‘So,how
manyam I goingtodo?

AmIdoingone?
Areweallhere?’
Goon,tellus
asecretabouthow
they’refilmed...

We getfive orsixdays

of each comedian’stime
spread over afewmonths,
andwe’ll have aplan of
whattaskswe’ll do that
day. So, they’llbe there
intheirlittle greenroom,
andataboutnineo’clock,
we getthemout for task
numberone. They’lldoit,
they’llgobackintotheir
littleroom, and then we’ll
resetforthenextone.
Youmustreallypack
themin...
Eighttaskswillhappen
inthelivingroom,sowe’ll
setitup foronetask, they’ll
doit,and thenwe’ll go
toanotherroomto
doanothertask,and
someofthe teamwill
change thatfirstroom
round forthe nexttask.
Gotit!Andwill the
nextcontestant

dothesamething
the nextday?
Thenextdaywe've
probably gotadifferent
personcominginand
we’llbe doingthe same
tasksas the daybefore,
butnotnecessarily
inthesameorder.

Withbig Greg

Howlongdoesthe
whole processtake?
About four months,
fromstarttofinish. But
weonlyneed 10 days of
eachcomedian’stime.

‘Presumably, Taylor Switt

haswatched Taskmaster

Whatwouldyousayis
the quintessential
Taskmastertask?
Well,somethinglikein
seriesone,whenthey
openedthe garage door
and therewas abig
boulder, saying, ‘Getthis
boulderas faraway as

possible. Youhave
onehour. Wedidn’t
know what they were
goingtodo. Romesh
[Ranganathan] called
ataxi, Roisin [Conaty]
tried topushitdown
theroad. Frank Skinner
putitonatrain,butwe
didn’tgetpermissionto
filmonatrainsothere
were no cameras, justme
and Frankand aboulder.
Nowadays, we wouldn’t
give themanhour. We're
more efficient. We've
realisedyou canbejust
asfunnyin 20 minutes.
Haveyou ever
abandoned atask?
Itdoesn’thappenvery
often, butitmighthappen

onceaseries. Once,

we tried to get them
topopaload ofbubble
wrap asfastaspossible,
andthere’snoway of
poppingbubble wrap fast,
wediscovered. All youcan
doisindividually squeeze
it. Evenifweputsteam
rollersoverit,people drove
overit,itdoesn’twork, it
justsqueezestheairout.
Wetriedseveral times
—butit’sjustnotfunny.
Do people ever shout
catchphrasesfrom
theshowatyouin
thestreet?
There’salotof ‘Little Alex
Horne’ [the name that
Gregcallshimonthe
show]|, and then they can
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