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The Mirandastar has; gotus fee ing ‘proud’

hen Sarah
Hadland
was
partnered
upwith Vito Coppolaon
thisyear’s Strictly Come
Dancing,she knewshe’d
‘lucked out’ with the
reigning champion.
Now, with theseries
fullyunderway, the actress
tells heat sheremains
overwhelmed atjustwhat
ablummin’delight Vitois.
‘He’sgotmedrinkinghis
Italian coffee, justavery
little cup,’ the 53 yearold
says, puttingonahilarious
(andsurprisingly
accurate) Italianaccentas
sheimpersonates herpro

partner. ‘Atlunchtime,
heputsalittle napkin out
andspreads hisfood out
onit. Today, he hassome
home-grown tomatoes,
and hesaid, “Have
ahome-growntomato
~itwillliftyourspirits,
becauseit’sthe food
ofsunshine.” 'mlike,
“How greatis this?”’
Prettydamnexcellent,
by the sounds of things.
Sarah, whoisbestknown
forplaying Miranda
Hart’sbestfriend Steviein
the BBC sitcom Miranda,
wowed thejudgesinweek
onewith herlight-as-air
Quickstep,and duginto
hermoodysidelast
weekend with
the Paso Doble.
Asacomedyactor,
Sarahnaturally found
the darkand dramatic

sidehardertotapinto.
‘I getquite giggly, she
admits. “Vitolookslike
this Italian, carved-
from-stone god, and then
there’smescurryingalong
nexttohimlookinglike
across hamster.
Sarahhasdanced
onstagebefore,inmusicals
such as Catsand Noises
Off;butinsists theskills
are completely different.
‘I gotaway withmurder,
becausewhat I lackedin
technique Imadeup forin
enthusiasmandenergy
and confidence, she says.
‘I've quickly learned that
youdon’twant that for
ballroomor Latin,
because everything’svery
controlled and precise.
Aboveall, however,
SarahisaStrictly
super-fan, who admits

{

thatifshewasn’tonthe
seriesshe'dbediscussing
itinhervarious Strictly
WhatsApp groups. ‘That’s
why I think I've held out for
solongfromdoingit, she
says. ‘It’sadouble-edged
thing,isn’tit? Ifyourea
massive fan of something,
youthink, I hopeitlivesup
towhat I hopeit’sgoingto
be. So far,however, ‘It’s
beeneverythingI could
have possibly dreamed of”.
Supportingheralong
thewayareabevyof
actorpals, from Andrew
Scottto Sian Gibson.
Russell Tovey has
promised to comealongto
aliveshowto cheer Sarah
on - ashave her Miranda
co-stars Sally Phillipsand
Patricia Hodge.
Whatabout Miranda
herself? Well she’sbusy
withwork commitments
rightnow, but Sarahjokes,
‘She’slike, “Please, can
youstayinuntil November
solcancome?”
Givenhertrackrecord
sofar,wereckonshe’s got
agoodchance.l

Strictly Come Dancing
continuesonSaturdays
on BBC One




